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FOR THE SECRETARY FROM DOWLING* 

MYTEL 205 FROM BERLIN. 

I HOPE MOST SERIOUS CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO POSSIBILITY 
OF THE PRESIDENT VISITING BERLIN FOR FREEDOM BELL ANNIVERSARY. 
I AM AWARE OF THE COMPLEXITIES AND DIFFICULTIES INVOLVED, AND 
I CAN APPRECIATE ARGUMENTS AGAINST IT, BUT AT SAME TIME I AM 
CONSCIOUS OF NEED FOR SOME FURTHER AND PERHAPS EVEN DRAMATIC 
ACTION ON OUR PART TO OFFSET PRESENT DANGER OF EROSION OF 
ALLIED POSITION IN BERLIN, AND I CAN THINK OF NOTHING ELSE 
WE IN WEST COULD DO WHICH WOULD SO WELL DEMONSTRATE OUR 
DETERMINATION TO LIVE UP TO OUR COMMITMENTS AND ALSO BRING 
HOME TO SOVIETS AND EAST GERMANS HOW DANGEROUS IT WOULD BE TO 
PURSUE COURSE WHICH THEY NOW SEEM BENT ON PURSUING. IT SEEMS 
TO ME ALSO THAT IN CIRCUMSTANCES THERE WOULD BE NO NEED FOR 
THE PRESIDENT TO MAKE OTHER STOPS , AND INDEED I THINK VISIT 
WOULD BE ESPECIALLY EFFECTIVE IF HE CAME ONLY TO BERLIN (AND 
IN RESPONSE TO INVITATION FROM BERLIN SENAT RATHER THAN 
FEDREP). VISIT WOULD AT ONE AND SAME TIME GIVE RENEWED 
COURAGE TO BERLINER/, INSTILL COURAGE IN OUR ALLIES, AND RE- 
NEW CONFIDENCE IN AMERICAN LEADERSHIP. 


YOU KNOW FROM YOUR OWN VISIT HERE IN 1959 HOW TREMENDOUS THE 
PRESIDENT'S RECEPTION WOULD BE. AND I AM CONFIDENT THAT 
FAVORABLE REPERCUSSIONS WHICH WOULD ENSUE, AS REGARDS WORLD 
OPINION AS WELL AS GERMAN AND BERLIN RESPONSE, WOULD EXTEND 
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I HOPE YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS ON THESE GROUNDS THAT 
I URGE FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION FOR WHAT IN ORDINARY CIRCUM- 
STANCES MIGHT APPEAR UNIMPORTANT AND PERHAPS EVEN IMPRACTICAL 
IDEA. 
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